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STATE OF MAINE 
BUREAU OF WATERCRAFT 
REGISTRATION AND SAFETY
Regulations
Relating to the Use and Operation of Watercraft 
as promulgated by the Bureau of Watercraft Regis­
tration and Safety in accordance with the provisions 
of Title 38, Chapter 1, Subchapter 6, Revised Stat­
utes of 1964 and in effect as of January 7, 1965.
o ------------ o
NO. 1
Application for Certificate of Boat Number
The application for a Maine Certificate of Boat 
Number shall include the following:
1. Type of application (new, transfer, duplicate).
2. Name and permanent address of principal owner.
3. Owner’s date of birth.
4. Citizenship of owner.
5. Name and address of person from whom boat 
was purchased.
6. Present number on boat, if any.
7. Make of boat.
8. Year boat was built.
9. Serial number of boat hull.
10. Length of boat.
11. Waters principally used (inland, coastal, both).
12. Hull material (wood, plastic, aluminum, steel, 
other).
13. Type of propulsion (outboard, inboard, other).
14. Fuel used (gasoline, diesel, other).
15. Principal use of watercraft (pleasure, rental, 
commercial fishing, commercial passenger, dealer 
and/or manufacturer, other).
16. Statement of ownership by applicant.
17. Signature of owner and/or co-owners.
18. Date of application.
19. Temporary Certificate of Boat Number which is 
good for a 15-day period when validated by 
Bureau of Watercraft Registration and Safety.
NO. 2
Information on Certificate of Boat Number
The Maine Certificate of Boat Number shall show 
the following information:
1. Name and address of owner.
2. Boat number issued.
3. Make of boat.
4. Length of boat.
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5. Hull material (wood, plastic, aluminum, steel, 
other).
6. Owner’s date of birth.
7. Principal use of watercraft.
8. Type of propulsion.
9. Serial number of hull.
10. Expiration date of certificate of number.
NO. 3
Numbering Requirements and Display of Number
The identification number issued pursuant to Sec­
tion 4, Chapter 36-B, Maine Statutes shall:
1. Consist of the symbols ME in capital letters 
identifying the State of Maine followed by not 
more than four (4) arabic numerals followed by 
not more than two (2) capital letters. The group 
of numerals appearing between letters shall be 
separated from those letters by a hyphen or an 
equivalent space. Since the letters “I”, “O”, and 
“Q” may be mistaken for arabic numerals, they 
shall not be used in the suffix.
2. The boat number issued shall be displayed on 
each side of the bow (forward half) of the 
watercraft for which issued and shall read from 
left to right. It shall be in block character 
capital letters and arabic numerals of good pro­
portion not less than three (3) inches in height, 
and must be painted or permanently attached to 
the hull. The boat number shall be of a color 
which is in contrast to the color of the hull so 
as to provide the highest degree of visibility and 
maintained in a legible condition at all times.
3. A dealer’s and/or manufacturer’s number may 
be temporarily attached to the bow of any boat 
covered by his dealer’s certificate of number.
4. No other number shall be carried or displayed 
on the bow of such watercraft.
NO. 4
Reporting of Boating Accidents
The operator of any watercraft involved in any 
accident or casualty which results in death, disappear­
ance or injury to any person or damage to property 
to the estimated amount of $50 or more shall file 
a written report to the Bureau of Watercraft 
Registration and Safety within 48 hours, in addition 
to reporting same by the quickest means possible to 
the nearest inland fisheries and game warden, 
coastal warden, state police officer, or sheriff where 
the accident occurred. All law enforcement officers
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shall forthwith report such accidents to the bureau.
Every written report of a boating accident shall
contain the following information.
1. The numbers of and/or name of vessels in­
volved.
2. Time, date, and locality of accident.
3. The name, address, age and boat operating ex­
perience of the operator of the reporting vessel.
4. The name and address of the vessel’s owner.
5. The length, propulsion, horsepower, fuel and 
construction of the reporting vessel.
6. Weather and water conditions.
7. Operation of boat at time of accident.
8. Type, nature or classification of accident.
9. The nature and extent of injury to any person or 
persons.
10. A description of the accident.
11. The name and address of operators of other 
vessels or property involved.
12. The names and addresses of any person or per­
sons injured or killed.
13. A description of damage to property and cost to 
repair.
14. Names and addresses of known witnesses.
15. Physical condition, dress and other data con­
cerning the victim in drowning cases.
16. Life saving and fire fighting equipment.
NO. 5
Safety Equipment On Numbered Motorboats On 
Inland Waters
All motorboats requiring or requesting numbering 
and in operation on the inland waters of this State 
shall comply with these regulations. Nothing in these 
regulations shall be construed to permit the opera­
tion of watercraft propelled by machinery on the 
coastal waters of this State unless they conform to 
all federal laws and regulations.
Section I. Classification of Motorboats.
A. Motorboats subject to- the provisions of this 
regulation shall be divided into four classes as fol­
lows:
Class A. Less than sixteen (16) feet in length.
Class 1. Sixteen (16) feet and less than twenty- 
six (26) feet in length.
Class 2. Twenty-six (26) feet and less than 
forty (40) feet in length.
Class 3. Forty (40) feet or over.
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B. LENGTH. “Length” means the distance meas­
ured from end to end over the deck, excluding sheer. 
It is the straight line measurement of the overall 
length, stated in feet and inches, from the foremost 
part of the vessel to the aftermost part measured 
parallel to the centerline, excluding outboard motors, 
brackets, bowsprits, rudders and similar attachments.
C. AFT. “Aft” means the rear half of the 
watercraft, vessel or boat as contrasted to the bow 
which is the forward half of the boat.
D. POINT. “Point” means eleven and one- 
quarter degrees of arc.
Section II. Navigation Lights and Shapes.
A. Every motorboat in all weathers from sun­
set to sunrise shall carry and exhibit the following 
lights when underway, and during such time no other 
lights which may be mistaken for those prescribed 
shall be exhibited:
1. Every motorboat of Classes A and 1 shall
carry only the following lights:
First. A bright white light aft to show all 
around the horizon.
Second. A combined light in the fore part of 
the vessel and lower than the white light 
aft, showing green to starboard and red to 
port, so fixed as to throw the light from 
right ahead to two points abaft the beam of 
their respective sides.
2. Every motorboat of Classes 2 and 3 shall
carry only the following lights:
First. A bright white light in the fore part of 
the vessel as near the stem as practicable, 
so constructed as to show an unbroken 
light over an arc of the horizon of twenty 
(20) points of the compass, so fixed as to 
throw the light ten (10) points on each 
side of the vessel; namely, from right ahead 
to two (2) points abaft the beam on either 
side.
Second. A bright white light aft to show all 
around the horizon and higher than the 
white light forward.
Third. On the starboard side a green light so 
constructed as to show an unbroken light 
over an arc of the horizon of ten (10) 
points of the compass, so fixed as to throw 
the light from right ahead to two (2) points 
abaft the beam on the starboard side. On
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the port side a red light so constructed as 
to show an unbroken light over an arc of 
the horizon of ten (10) points of the com­
pass, so fixed as to throw the light from 
right ahead to two (2) points abaft the 
beam on the port side. The said side lights 
shall be fitted with inboard screens of 
sufficient height so set as to prevent these 
lights from being seen across the bow.
3. Motorboats of Classes A and 1 when pro­
pelled by sail alone shall carry the combined 
light forward, but not the white light aft, 
prescribed by this section. Motorboats of 
Classes 2 and 3, when so propelled, shall 
carry the colored side lights, suitably screened, 
but not the white lights aft, prescribed by this 
section.
Motorboats of all classes, when so propelled, 
shall carry, ready at hand, a lantern or flash­
light showing a white light which shall be 
exhibited in sufficient time to avert collision.
4. When propelled by sail and machinery any 
motorboat shall carry the lights required by 
this section for a motorboat propelled by 
machinery only.
5. Every white light prescribed by this section 
shall be of such character as to be visible at 
a distance of at least two (2) miles. Every 
colored light prescribed by this section shall 
be of such character as to be visible at a 
distance of at least one (1) mile. The word 
“Visible” in this subsection, when applied to 
lights, shall mean visible on a dark night with 
clear atmosphere.
6. Any motorboat may carry and exhibit the 
lights required by the federal regulations for 
preventing collisions at sea, 1948, federal act 
of October 11, 1951, (33 USC 143-147d) as 
amended, in lieu of the lights required by this 
section.
Section III. Life Saving Devices.
A. Every motorboat shall carry at least one 
Coast Guard approved life saving device, maintained 
in good and serviceable condition, for each person on 
board, and so placed as to be readily accessible. 
After January 1, 1965, all kapok and fibrous glass 
flotation material used in life saving devices must 
be encased in heat-sealed plastic bags. Motorboats 
shall be equipped as follows:
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1. Classes A, 1 and 2 motorboats, not car 
passengers for hire, shall carry eithe 
approved life preserver, buoyant vest, 
life buoy, special purpose water safety 1 
ant device, or buoyant cushion for each 
son on board.
2. Class 3 motorboats, not carrying passei 
for hire, shall carry an approved life 
server or ring life buoy only for each p< 
on board.
3. Any motorboat which carries passengers 
hire shall carry an approved adult type 
preserver only for each person on boarc 
addition, unless the service is such that 
dren are never carried, there shall be pro\ 
a number of approved life preservers sui 
for children equal to at least 10 per cer 
the total number of persons carried.
Section IV. Fire Extinguishers.
Every motorboat shall be provided with 
number, size, and type of fire extinguishers 
proved by the United States Coast Guard, as 
forth below, which are capable of promptly ant 
fectually extinguishing burning gasoline. Said 
tinguishers shall be kept in condition for imme< 
use and so placed as to be readily accessible a 
times. Motorboats of Classes A and 1 of < 
construction which are propelled by outboard me 
but are not carrying passengers for hire need 
carry such fire extinguishers. The provisions of 
section shall not apply to motorboats propellet 
outboard motors while competing in any author 
race or such use as is incidental to tuning up of : 
boats and motors for the race.
Minimum Number of B-l Hand Portable 
Fire Extinguishers Required*
No Fixed Fire Fixed Fire
Class of Extinguishing System Extinguishing Sys





*One B-2 hand portable fire extinguisher may substitute 
two B-l hand portable fire extinguishers.
Fire Extinguisher Classification
Carbon Dry
Classification Foam Dioxide Chemica
Type - Size (Gallons) (Pounds) (Pounds
B-l IV* 4 2
B-2 2Vi 15 10
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Section V. Sound Devices.
Every motorboat shall be provided with an efficient 
whistle and/or other sound producing device as set 
forth in the table below. Motorboats propelled by 
outboard motors while competing in authorized 
races or use as is incidental to tuning up of such 
boats for a race need not comply with these re­
quirements.
Class of
Motorboat Type of Device*
A None.
1 Mouth, hand, or power operated horn, 
whistle, or other mechanical sound pro­
ducing device, capable of producing a 
blast of 2 seconds or more duration, and 
audible for at least one-half mile.
2 Hand or power operated horn or whistle, 
capable of producing a blast of 2 
seconds or more duration, and audible 
for at least one mile; and in addition 
an efficient bell to produce a clear note.
3 Power operated horn or whistle, capable 
of producing a blast of 2 seconds or 
more duration, and audible for a dis­
tance of one mile; and in addition an 
efficient bell to produce a clear note.
*Except on emergency or enforcement motorboats, no sirens 
shall be used.
Section VI. Ventilation.
All motorboats the construction or decking over of 
which is commenced after April 25, 1940, and which 
use fuel having a flashpoint of 110 degrees F. or 
less shall have at least 2 ventilators fitted with 
cowls or their equivalent for the purpose of properly 
and efficiently ventilating the bilges of every engine 
and fuel tank compartment in order to remove any 
inflammable or explosive gases. Such motorboats so 
constructed as to have the greater portion of the 
bilges under the engines and fuel tanks open and 
exposed to the natural atmosphere at all times need 
not be required to be fitted with such ventilators.
Section VII. Back Fire Flame Control.
All gasoline engines installed in a motorboat, ex­
cept outboard motors, shall be equipped with a de­
vice or other acceptable means or attachment as 
approved by the U. S. Coast Guard to efficiently and 
safely arrest engine backfire.
7
Water Skiing
No person shall operate a watercraft on the inland 
waters of this State for the purpose of towing a per­
son or persons on water skis, surfboards, aquaplanes 
or similar devices in a water safety zone as defined 
in Section 1, Chapter 36-B, nor shall any person 
manipulate any watercraft, tow rope or other device 
by which the direction or location of water skis, surf­
boards, aquaplanes or similar devices may be affected 
or controlled in such a way so as to cause said de­
vices, or any person thereon to approach within said 
water safety zone. Nothing herein shall preclude the 
necessary launching, or leaving the shoreline, moor­
ing or landing of said boats and persons engaged in 
water-skiing, surfboarding, or using such similar de­
vices provided they enter or leave the shoreline in a 
reasonably direct manner and so as not to endanger 
any persons or property and provided they do not 
enter or leave directly into or from another adjoining 
water safety zone. The Bureau may, upon written 
application from the majority of the municipal offi­
cers of a municipality wherein said waters are lo­
cated, waive these provisions along undeveloped 
shorelines, if after inspection of the site by the 
Bureau, it is determined that such a waiver would 
provide a greater safety factor than would be 
achieved by compliance with these provisions.
No person shall operate any watercraft on any 
waters of this State towing a person or persons on 
water skis, surfboards or other similar devices un­
less there is in such watercraft a person at least 12 
years of age, in addition to the operator, who is in a 
position to continually observe the person or per­
sons being towed.
No person shall operate any watercraft for the 
purpose of towing a person or persons on water 
skis, surfboards, or similar devices nor shall any 
person water ski, surfboard, or use similar devices 
on any waters of this State between the hours of 
Vi hour after sunset until Vi hour before sunrise.
No person shall operate any watercraft^ on any 
waters of this State for towing a person of persons 
on water skis, a surfboard, or similar device, nor 
shall any person ride on water skis, surfboards, or 
similar devices unless the person being towed has on 
his person a life jacket, life belt, or similar life sav-
NO. 6
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ing device, except that performers engaged in exhibi­
tions or tournaments authorized by the Bureau of 
Watercraft Registration and Safety do not need com­
ply with this requirement.
NO. 7
Operation Rules Between Watercraft On 
Inland Waters
In order to prevent the collision of watercraft the 
following rules apply to the operation of all water­
craft in relation to each other on the inland waters 
of this State:
1. When watercraft are approaching each other 
head on, or nearly so, each watercraft shall di­
rect their courses to the right and pass on the 
port side of each other and at a distance and 
speed so that the wake of each will not en­
danger the other.
2. When a watercraft desires to pass another water­
craft on either side in the same direction, the 
overtaking watercraft shall keep clear of the 
overtaken watercraft and shall not pass until 
it is safe to do so, and then at such speed and 
distance so as not to endanger the overtaken 
watercraft. The overtaken watercraft has the 
right of way until the overtaking watercraft 
has safely passed.
3. When watercraft approach each other at right 
angles or obliquely, the watercraft approaching 
on the right (starboard) side has the right of 
way and the other watercraft which has such 
watercraft on its right side shall keep out of the 
way of the other by directing her course to 
starboard so as to cross the stern of the other 
watercraft, or stop and reverse if necessary to 
avoid collision.
4. Watercraft under sail alone or being propelled 
by oars or paddles have the right of way over 
watercraft propelled by machinery, except when 
overtaken as described in No. 2.
5. In narrow channels, streams, thoroughfares, 
every watercraft shall keep to the right of the 
middle of the channel in the direction which it 
is traveling when it is safe and practicable to 
do so.
6. It shall be the duty of every operator to abide 
by these rules. However, where immediate dan­
ger exists the operator shall, if necessary, depart 
from these rules to the extent necessary to avoid 
collision.
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Certain Racing Craft Exempt From 
Display of Number
Undocumented motorboats used exclusively for 
racing purposes which display on their hulls in a 
prominent manner a valid boat number issued by a 
recognized racing association are not required to 
display any other boat number on their hulls as is­
sued by the Bureau in accordance with the provi­
sions of Sections 4 and/or 5 of Chapter 36-B Maine 
Statutes but must comply with all other require­




In order to determine the horsepower of ma­
chinery used to propel motorboats for the purpose 
of obtaining or requiring a certificate of number in 
compliance with the provisions of Chapter 36-B 
Maine Statutes the following definition shall apply: 
Horsepower. “Horsepower” means the manu­
facturer’s rated horsepower of the machinery and 
shall include the aggregate of all propellant ma­
chinery on a watercraft.
NO. 10
Expiration Period of Temporary Certificate 
of Boat Number
Item 19. of Regulation No. 1 entitled “Applica­
tion for Certificate of Boat Number”, adopted by 
the Bureau of Watercraft Registration and Safety on 
January 16, 1964, is hereby amended by repealing 
Item 19, and replacing it with the following so as to 
extend the expiration period of a temporary certifi­
cate of boat number from 15 days to 45 days:
19. Temporary Certificate of Boat Number which is 
good for a 45 day period when validated by 
Bureau of Watercraft Registration and Safety.
NO. 11
Defining Sunset and Sunrise
In order to determine the time of sunset and sun­
rise as referred to in Chapter 36-B Maine Statutes 
and any regulations promulgated thereunder the fol­
lowing definition shall apply:
Sunset and sunrise is that time given for sun­
set or sunrise in the Maine Farmer’s Almanac for 
the particular day involved converted to the legal 
standard of time in force in this State on that 
day.
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